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COUNCIL April 15, 2010 

 

Wilmington City Council met on Thursday, April 15, 2010, with President Fred Ertel 

presiding. 

 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Wells, present; Peterson, present; Wallace, present; Mead, 

present; Mongold, present; McKay, present.  

 

Assistant Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

President Ertel: Well, I’m so glad to see everyone here this evening. Welcome to all of 

you. Usually, we have about three people and tonight we have 30, so that’s great. I’m 

glad to see everyone here.  

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Peterson to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, April 1, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as received. 

 

President of Council – Fred Ertel: At this point, I would like to turn it over to the mayor. 

 

Mayor – Mayor Raizk: Thank you, Mr. President. I have a proclamation tonight, so I’m 

going to step down here. Come on up, folks. This is about “Parents Who Host, Lose the 

Most.” It is about not being a party to teenage drinking and how even it is illegal for you 

to provide, even in your home, even with parents’ permission, for those who are 

underage. There is a town hall meeting on this, since we’re coming up on prom time and 

graduation and all of those as the weather gets a little nicer. The town hall meeting is 

going to be Thursday, April 29, 2010, at the Community Room downstairs from 6:30 – 

7:30. Everyone is welcome. It is sponsored by the Mental Health and Recovery Center 

of Clinton County and Family and Children First Council, which I’ve said right for the 

first time ever.  

 

[Laughter] 

 

Mayor Raizk: I always say something about women and children in the life boats or 

something like that. I never can get it right. Family and Children First Council, with a 

grant from the Drug-Free Action Alliance. Everybody remember that. It is the 29
th

, 

Thursday, from 6:30-7:30. I want to issue the following proclamation. First of all, let’s 

introduce Brad McMonigle, who is the Executive Director of the Mental Health and 

Recovery Center of Clinton County, and… 

 

Barbara Adams Marin: I’m Barbara Adams Marin. I’m the prevention specialist at the 

Mental Health and Recovery Center.  

 

Mayor Raizk:  And Marsha Wagstaff. 

 

Marsha Wagstaff: I am the family and children in the lifeboat first person.  

 

[Laughter] 

 

Mayor Raizk:  There you go. I want to issue the following proclamation.  

 

WHEREAS, Adults who provide alcohol to those below the legal drinking age 

of 21 are placing those youth at risk for health, safety and legal problems; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, alcohol use by young people is dangerous, not only because of the 

risks associated with acute impairment, but also because of the threat to their 

long-term development and well-being; and 

 



 2 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to give or allow your teen’s friends to drink alcohol in 

your home, even with their parent’s permission; and 

 

WHEREAS, anyone found guilty of providing alcohol to youth can face up to a 

$1,000 fine and six months in jail, in addition to any civil action that can be 

brought as a result of damages or injury related to the offense; and 

 

WHEREAS, adults have the responsibility to our youth to provide them with 

alternative opportunities by creating alcohol-free activities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Drug-Free Action Alliance, through the Parents Who Host, Lose 

The Most: Don’t be a party to teenage drinking campaign provides the 

educational materials to raise community awareness regarding this illegal 

and unhealthy practice; and 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wilmington encourages residents to refuse to provide 

alcoholic beverages to underage youth and to take the necessary steps to 

discourage the illegal and unhealthy practice, including the reporting of 

underage drinking by calling their local police; and 

 

WHEREAS, be it resolved that the City of  Wilmington not only discourages 

the use of alcohol by those below the legal age of consumption, but also 

exhorts all residents of Wilmington to refuse to provide alcoholic beverages to 

those underage youth, and will continue to take the necessary steps to 

discourage this illegal and unhealthy activity.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, David L. Raizk, Mayor of the City of Wilmington, 

Ohio, do hereby proclaim the 29
th

 of April 2010 to be; 

 

PARENTS WHO HOST, LOSE THE MOST: DON’T BE A PARTY TO 

TEENAGE DRINKING DAY 2010 

 

 

[Applause] 

 

Mayor Raizk:  Thank you all very much. That is all I have officially on the agenda, and I 

believe the president has another presentation.  

 

President Ertel:  Before we move into committee reports and whatnot, I would like to 

turn the floor over to Wanda Armstrong due to timing commitments and so on. If you 

would, address us at the podium please. State your name and address for the record.  

 

Wanda Armstrong: Okay. Thank you. Wanda Armstrong, 137 Anderson Road, 

Wilmington, Ohio  45177. Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. I consider it a great 

pleasure to be able to speak to you and an honor to serve as your County Auditor. As a 

County Auditor, I have acted as Clinton County’s chief financial officer for the last 23 

years, during which time there have been many accomplishments and advances in the 

Auditor’s Office that I take great pride in. Since I became Auditor in 1987, I’ve worked 

to computerize the Auditor’s Office and continue to keep up the technology in a cost-

effective manner. The most recent improvement is our ability to update tax information 

on the web daily rather than monthly. As I have been out campaigning, people have 

asked me my opinion on what Butler and Clark County did in regards to annual 

revaluation. I would like to take this opportunity to address that question. First, you must 

remember that real estate taxes are a year in the arrears.  In Clinton County, values from 

2005 reappraisal to the 2008 update on residential improved properties were up, so the 

state agreed to consider the first tax of 2008 sales in with the update as the valuation 

started to decrease. This resulted in an average increase of 2.9 countywide. While I feel 

for all property owners the sting of taxes, I am a strong advocate for fair and impartial 

property tax evaluation. This is the reason that we have looked at [Inaudible for 

Transcription] declining market here in Clinton County. Increased sales seen in 2005, 

2006 and 2007 were nearly wiped out in 2008. Actually, values were still a half a 

percent higher than the 2005 reappraisal. This is why no change was made for tax year 
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2009, which has the tax lien date of 1/1/2009. Currently sales in 2009 indicate values are 

down 6.92% from the beginning of the year. That is 6.41% from the 2005 reappraisal. 

Most neighborhoods need a 5-10% cut, more than a 10%. This is preliminary based on 

our sales ratio study. The state uses their own data accumulated from our sales during 

the year to approve our valuation abstract later this fall. I would be more than happy to 

sit down and talk to anyone who would like to further discuss this issue in length. My 

prompt attention to questions from the public as well as elected officials from all over 

the county is very much appreciated as they look for information. As I believe a lot of 

you know, I have always been a full-time Auditor and welcome anyone to email me, 

come in and sit down, to get their questions answered. I am proud of the office staff, 

which I have been able to assemble over the years, and believe my deputies and clerks 

are able to efficiently and effectively provide information and services to the general 

public. Many times I have been told by people how nice it is to do business with me and 

my staff. I have had the opportunity to get to know a lot of you throughout the years. I 

stand by my record of conservatism, fiscal responsibility, fairness and consistency. I 

believe that I can continue to offer the county experience and proven leadership. Each 

time I have taken office, I have raised my right hand and sworn to uphold all of the laws 

of the State of Ohio and the County impartially, and I will continue to do so as long as 

the voters allow me to be their County Auditor. I would appreciate all of your votes on 

May 4, and I appreciate your time this evening.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you very much, Wanda. Okay. Let’s move forward then into 

committee reports. Asset, Acquisition and Use? 

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use –Chairperson Sandy Mongold:  No report, Mr. President.     

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Tax time. There is no Auditor. 

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Finance Committee? 

 

Finance Committee – Chairperson Sandy Mongold: We have a quite a few items tonight. 

The first item is an ordinance establishing new funds. I would like to explain that the 

ARRA is for stimulus funds, and we are establishing new accounts here. We are required 

to keep track of the dollars. You are going to see in the supplementals where we do have 

quite a few dollars going to these accounts, but it is purely for tracking. We will never 

see or spend these dollars because they are coming in from the stimulus dollars.  

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Establishing New Funds. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4906 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: The second item tonight is an ordinance changing the title of a 

fund. This is the “Community Corrections Fund” changing to “Community Corrections 

Fund - ISP 408.” This is a grant for municipal court for the new probation person. These 

are actually funds paying one-half of an existing employee.  

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Changing the Title of a Fund. 

Motion passed 
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Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Peterson to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4907 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Item “C” tonight, is an ordinance making supplemental 

appropriations. You have a list before you, and I just mentioned what the very large 

items are for. Are there any questions regarding supplementals? 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: I have questions on the three “P,” “Q,” and “R” from the 

General Funds. Is there an anticipated… 

 

Geoffrey Phillips: We did discuss that in committee on Monday. The increase for tax 

refunds, that’s [Inaudible for Transcription] end of the year. We do have a number of a 

requests that will take portions of that, but it will be back before the year is over.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: That is not the answer I was hoping to hear, but thank you. On, 

“Q,” were there layoffs in that area? 

 

Kathryn Hapner: There was a change in employment. My administrative assistant, I 

changed that personnel. The previous employee has applied for unemployment benefits. 

We have filed an appeal on that. So, if we are successful on the appeal then that money 

goes away.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Does that answer your question? 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Yes. Thank you. Then “R,” the request for $50,000 from our 

general fund… 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: …that is for our attorneys. Blaugrund is a consultant. We have 

been having [Inaudible for Transcription] negotiations, grievances… 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Police and firefighters? Both? 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Yes. All. 

 

Councilwoman Peterson:  Thank you.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Are there any other questions? 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: I have one other question on “R” that suddenly occurred to me.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Yes. 
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Councilwoman Peterson: Is this anticipated end of the [Inaudible for Transcription] for 

consultants or could it continue to grow? 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: It could continue to grow. 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: And there would be additional supplementals from the General 

fund.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Possibly.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Okay. Thank you.  

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4908 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: The next item is an ordinance making miscellaneous transfers. 

This is coming from the court and they are going to be helping us with our property and 

casualty costs. 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4909 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Item “E” tonight is an ordinance making additional 

supplemental appropriations. These are negative supplementals. Are there any 

questions? 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

Motion passed 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 4910 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold: Item “F” is a resolution authorizing payment of expenses 

incurred in a prior fiscal year. This is the “then and now.” 

 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only 

on the resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

Motion passed 
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Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mongold and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Wells, yes; Peterson, yes; Wallace, yes; Mead, yes; Mongold, 

yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2195 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Mongold:  That is all tonight. Thank you.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Water Committee? 

 

Water Committee – Chairperson Mike Wallace:  No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Streets Committee? 

 

Streets Committee –   Chairperson Peterson:  Just a reminder that on next week on the 

22
nd

, we have a Streets Committee meeting at 6:30. 

  

President Ertel: Okay. And at that time we will be talking about the potential dedication 

of 73? 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Yes.  

 

President Ertel: Okay. Very good.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson:  There are also a couple of other agenda items. One is an 

update on the discussion of Prairie Avenue with [Inaudible for Transcription] the county, 

and I apologize, but I forget the third agenda item.  

 

Clerk Laura Curliss: There is one other item. 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: I remember now. We are going to have a brief discussion 

about PODS on the street. I’m certainly looking forward to that.  

 

President Ertel:  Okay. Solid Waste/Recycling Committee please? 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling Committee:  Chairperson Don Wells:  No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Wastewater/Sewer? 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee:  Chairperson Mark McKay: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Judiciary Committee? 

 

Judiciary Committee:  Chairperson Rob Jaehnig: No report, Mr. President. We will be 

scheduling a meeting relatively soon. 

 

President Ertel:  Very good. Safety Committee? 

 

Safety Committee- Chairperson Rob Jaehnig: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Downtown Revitalization?  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee - Convener Mark McKay – There is no legislation 

tonight. I do have a couple of things to bring up. I think you found these in your packet. I 

alluded in the last couple of meetings, there is a lot going on downtown this summer, 

and I think this bears it out. There are numerous events, some of which have already 
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passed. I am going to put some over on the table there for those of you who would like 

to have a look at this. It is a listing of all of the things coming up this summer, and it is 

bigger and better than last year. There is one change…I believe the Farmer’s Market is 

listed as not starting until July, but I think it is starting in June. We all know that we have 

had quite a bit of traffic congestion downtown and we all know the reason why and it is 

a good reason. We are going to have great things come out of it. Sandy and I attended a 

Main Street promotions meeting on Monday and one of the topics was that the 

merchants were of course concerned obviously about the traffic congestion and the no 

parking and things of that nature. The big thing was, and maybe you can help me with 

this, I know this isn’t our particular call, but the no-parking signs, even though they have 

a date handwritten on them when the no parking takes effect, they say “No parking” and 

I think it is creating a situation where folks are possibly avoiding, especially those who 

don’t know what is going on downtown. I don’t know if there is anything we can do 

about that. If nothing else, if there is a way we can contact the merchants through Main 

Street or through somebody and just say, “Hey, it’s going to be tomorrow,” they could 

not have as many people on staff.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Probably during the last week or two, they have been saw 

cutting all of the way from one end of town to the other. I think they’re pretty much done 

with saw cutting. Monday they are going to start digging all of those cuts out, but they 

are starting at Nelson Road, so maybe they can jerk those signs and then put them back 

in in two weeks once they get closer to the area. Because, it is going to slow up now as 

they start digging with backhoes down through there, pulling all of that curb out.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: People see the “No Parking” but they don’t see the dates on 

them.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig: And it is not clear what the date means.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: We’ll talk with the contractor and see when they can jerk 

those out.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig: Those are signs that they are putting up? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Yes. They put them up.  

 

Councilman McKay: You know, our downtown merchants obviously are going to be 

struggling. They have been struggling anyway, but this makes it more of a struggle for 

them. I think anything we can do to help in that regard.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: And if we will just let them know prior to when they are going 

to be in the block on Main Street just so they know not to staff.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: I talked to Ernie and I told him that we really wanted it set 

up so Steve Brown could even attend some of those preconstruction meetings. That way 

he could kind of get up to speed as to where they are going to be and when they are 

going to be, and that way he can convey that message to the merchants too.  

 

Councilman McKay: I spoke to Ernie about that too a couple of weeks ago. I guess it 

didn’t happen, but if you’ll support that… 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Yes.  

 

President Ertel: Okay. Very good. One thing I failed to mention while we were on 

streets. In your packets, there are copies of resolutions from the Veterans Service 

Commission in regard to the renaming of State Route 729 and then also State Route 73. 

Those were in your packets for your review and so on and so forth, but I forgot to 

mention that to you. Parks & Recreation? 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee - Convener Mike Wallace: No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel: Are you going to have a big summer this year? 
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Councilman Wallace: Bigger than ever. We’re trying.  

 

President Ertel:  Okay. Mr. Service Director?  

 

Service Director- Service Director Larry Reinsmith: I just want to make one quick 

announcement. Mr. Unger gave me a complaint here a minute ago. The guy living next 

to him could probably use this announcement. On May 1, Solid Waste is having a 

recycling roundup out at the Clinton County Engineer’s office. It is eligible to anybody 

in Clinton County. At that time, everybody that has old tires and electronics and 

computers and all of that stuff that they can’t normally get rid of, they can bring them 

out there. It is limited to eight tires per vehicle. They like to have them off the rims, so 

here is a chance to get rid of them and not have to pay a lot of money to do it. It’s on 

Saturday, May 1. It runs from 9 am to 12 pm. If we have any government entities here 

that want to get rid of their tires, if they have tires, if they go out there about 8 o’clock in 

the morning they can move them to the head of the line and move them through pretty 

quick.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Larry, did you say that is at the engineer’s office? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: Yes. So if you have computers and monitors that you want 

to get rid of, you can do it there too.  

 

President Ertel:  Very good. Thank you. Safety Director? 

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Nick Babb: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you.  

 

Reports:    

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Mongold to approve the Auditor-

Treasurer Report – March 2009, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as received. 

 

President Ertel:  At this point, I would like to open the meeting up to the general public 

and/or members of council to address council while in session. Mr. Mayor? 

 

Mayor Raizk: This week I had to do some things that I never thought I would ever have 

to do, never wanted to do, and still don’t want to do. When I first came on as mayor in 

2000, one of the focuses that I had was on our safety services. We have added new 

facilities, millions of dollars of equipment and additional manpower and personnel. All 

of those are things that I thought we needed and wanted, and it has been good. 

Circumstances have forced me to make some decisions this week that, as I said, I never 

thought I would have to make or never really wanted to make. I did not take them 

lightly. I know some folks are here and they’re upset, and they need to know I am as 

upset as they are, because I and this council and previous councils have believed in 

trying to expand our services. But we’re not the community that we were in 2000 or in 

2004 or 2005. Over the last couple of years, since the announcement in 2008, I and this 

council have done everything we can to keep as many folks as possible working. I have 

fought vigorously, using everything I knew how, to try to keep people working that work 

for the City of Wilmington, because I think every one of them are great people and great 

employees. But, we finally came to a point where we no longer could do that. Our 

revenues were declining faster than we would be able to do. We really need to worry 

about our sustainability over the next couple of years. So, the decisions that I took and I 

made this week, I take with all seriousness. I think they are tough decisions, but they 

were necessary. We have had some other situations, especially with the Fire Department, 

where we have eliminated one full-time person per shift. As I have explained, because 

contractually, in order to do that, we had to lay-off the intermittents. That is still one 

more full-time person per shift than when I started in 2000. In 2001 and 2002, when we 

went on the push to get some more intermittents, I think we had three that were actually 

active on the roster. We had a few names, but….  So, we have added to that. But, the 
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intermittent firefighter’s role has changed somewhat as well into a shift-dominated 

scenario. Again, nothing bad, nothing negative, that is just what it has evolved into. So, 

that is one of the reasons why contractually we must lay-off intermittents before any 

full-timers are laid off. Those are the rules and we abide by them. We have also made 

other lay-offs. In the police department, we have not laid anybody off, but have, through 

attrition, reduced an equal number of officers, four, as the full-time firefighters. How 

that came to be is we did not replace people when they left, in anticipation, and we were 

able to operate. I do not believe that we are jeopardizing the safety of the citizens of 

Wilmington and our contractual partners. I believe we are having to right-size due to our 

decreased revenue and our decreased activity. We are not making quite as many runs as 

we were and we are trying to keep that in line. The last thing I would ever do would be 

to jeopardize the safety of the citizens of Wilmington, Ohio. I care too much. I know this 

council cares, and I appreciate your support. We have also made other changes. These 

were not the only lay-offs on Tuesday. We laid off two Service Department employees. 

We have laid off an employee in Service Administration, Parks and Recreation (a full-

time and a part-time), and then we have made other cuts. Council will be receiving, over 

the next few weeks, more reverse appropriation legislation as we memorialize the cuts as 

far as the budget is concerned. In other words, we are not just saying it, we are going to 

have that in there so this budget will actually be reduced. But, I just wanted to say those 

things because this is where it comes from. It is the last thing in the world I wanted to 

do. I never thought we would have the situation with DHL that we have, but we have it. I 

never thought I would ever be laying off anybody in the City of Wilmington. But, I 

believe for sustainability of this government and this administration and this council, to 

keep providing services to the city with the revenue that we have, I had to do that. If our 

revenue situation changes, I will be the first one to try to reverse this. Hopefully that will 

happen. It is going to take a little time, but I think with the acquisition of the airpark 

imminent and with some hope of new job creation, that we will be back in business like 

we were before and up and running. But for right now and for the foreseeable future, we 

needed to pull in our horns a little bit. Now, that is the official stuff. On a personal level, 

it breaks my heart, because I know it is not just about one person per shift or one 

intermittent firefighter or however many. Those are real people. They are people I know; 

they are people that I believe in. They are all honorable former employees of the City of 

Wilmington. Everybody that has worked for us, I believe has been the best we can be. I 

have always been very proud of them. We just reached a point where we couldn’t sustain 

that any longer. I tried my best in 2008. In 2008, I was severely criticized for not making 

changes then. But, I felt as long as the revenue was still coming in, we needed to 

continue. I wanted to keep everybody working. The last thing I wanted to do was to 

contribute to what was going on out at the airpark. In 2009, I did the same thing. I said, 

“Maybe we can get through another year.” We turned the corner on 2010 and then it 

became apparent, not just with the revenue that was not coming in from the airpark, but 

the decline of revenue from other traditional sources. As we were looking in one 

direction, it was hitting us in the back from the other. So, I just think that you all needed 

to hear that from me. I am sure that there are folks here that want to say some other 

things, but they needed to hear it from me as well. I still believe in our safety services. I 

don’t think that there is anything that they have ever wanted or tried to get that I haven’t 

been supportive of trying to do, whether it be equipment, whether it be additional 

personnel, additional facilities, additional training, because I believe that is the heart and 

soul of us. But we just reached a point where we needed to right-size for what was going 

on with what we had coming in. That is all I have to say about that. There are other 

things to do, and, like I said, it is my fervent hope that as more revenue comes available, 

and I pray God that it does, we can reverse this trend. I am hopeful that this is where we 

are, at least for the present, and we can continue this way for a while until we do start to 

get some more revenue in. So, that is all I have to say.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

 

President Ertel again asked if anybody else from the public or the council wished to 

address council while in session.   

 

Matt Brown: 2143 Oakwood Dr. Milford, Ohio. I am the acting Union President for the 

Firefighters Union. Although, as the mayor said, he is upset, we are upset. We’re not just 

upset about losing guys that we work with. We are upset about the safety of the citizens. 
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We’re upset about the safety of our own. I understand that it has been said that nothing 

will be changed. I am not saying that is incorrect, but I am saying that is a stretch to 

claim that. When you drop in manpower and when we’re going to go to a minimum of 

three people per shift, it is not safe for two of those three people to enter a burning 

structure when there’s not two more outside. We are all going to do the absolute best we 

can with what we’ve got left. I am sure that every one of them will agree with me that is 

left that they would risk their lives for any one citizen, but if there is no one in that 

structure, I cannot see that we would put our lives at risk when there is nobody outside to 

back us up. There are a number of programs that will definitely change. We have a car 

seat program, where we have been giving out car seats to anybody who stops in and 

asks. The problem with that, you do have to be certified to install them and to show that 

citizen how to install. That will be cut. The car seats that we had have already been 

returned. The Ohio Buckles Buckeye program, Kate as you know, the safety inspector, 

was the county coordinator for that. That will have to be cut. The pilot program for 

Remembering When, which was an older adult fall and fire prevention program will 

have to be cut. The Juvenile Fire Setter Program, she is the only one trained to do that, 

will have to be cut. Also, she was doing Friday classes with free continuing education, 

which we are all required to have, that will have to be cut. There is currently zero dollars 

in the training budget for fire and EMS. If we cannot go to training, we cannot maintain 

our certification. There are a number of other areas, for instance, we give out through the 

Red Cross smoke detectors and CO detectors. Although that doesn’t have to be cut, 

somebody is going to have to take over doing the paperwork for that, which is quite a 

lot. As you may not know, she did, on her own, a lot of battery replacement for the 

elderly in the community. When their smoke detectors started chirping they would call, 

she would say, “Don’t worry. I’ll be right out.” She would take her little step ladder and 

her batteries that she got for free through the Red Cross and would install them. I am not 

saying that that has to be cut, but it is going to be something that we have to then either 

get in the squad or get in the fire truck and go do, be on one end of town, when we are 

needed somewhere else. The Knox box program, pre-plan books…I could go on and on 

and on about the things that she done for us in the community. I have, as far as the 

number of drop in runs that is being used as the reason for cuts, it is less than one run per 

day. Less than one run doesn’t mean that you don’t need people…to me. I wanted to 

make council aware and make sure everything was clear of where we are headed with 

this.  

 

Kate Earley: 458 West Road, Martinsville, Ohio. My position has been abolished. It is 

not part of a lay-off; it has just been abolished. I have been offered to go back to shift, 

which I am very willing to do. One of my favorite parts of my job was teaching fire 

safety education classes, so I am going to give my last one tonight. It is going to be 

really, really short and really, really simple. I hope that when you leave here tonight, 

you’ll take something with you. But, I am a numbers person, so I’m going to start with 

numbers. We’re going to use statistics from 2007. In 2007, 2,865 people died from 

structure fires in their homes across the United States. In 2007, 13,600 people were 

reported injured because of home structure fires. There were 399,000 reported home 

structure fires. A lot of people got hurt, but more people would get hurt if there weren’t 

fire departments. More people would get hurt if there weren’t fire prevention officers 

and fire inspectors. Because these are just residential fires. This has nothing to do with 

commercial properties whatsoever. I know a few of you have actually experienced 

commercial fire inspections with me. It is sometimes time consuming and sometimes 

expensive, but they do make your building safer as well. I won’t be doing those 

anymore, but we will still have people that are certified inspectors to do those jobs.  A 

big number that a lot of people will remember is that property damage was estimated to 

be 7.4 billion dollars from home structure fires in 2007. Just to let you know, these 

numbers are all increasing, they are not decreasing. I am just using 2007 because these 

are the numbers that I have available. So, with all of those things in mind, I am going to 

ask you to all stand up if you will, please. Like I said, this is my last class. I am not 

going to ask you to do jumping jacks and I’m not going to ask you to run or anything 

like that, but in the time that it takes to have this city council meeting, which is 

approximately one hour, two people will die or be injured from a home residential fire. I 

don’t mean to pick on you, but would you sit down? I don’t mean to pick on you either, 

but would you sit down also? Look around the room. Look who’s standing next to you. 

Look at who you know in this room. Because two people within in this hour are going to 
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die or be injured in a home structure fire. We don’t want that to happen. Not in 

Wilmington. Because all of my guys that I am looking at right now, and gals, sorry. I 

know that we do the job that we are paid to do and we do it to the best of our ability. I 

am so proud of all of you, especially right now. You can all sit down. Just remember that 

two people will die or be injured. If you don’t remember numbers, that’s okay, because I 

have something else that I have been clearing my office up and taking everything off of 

my walls. On my wall I keep the current kids’ pictures and posters. I don’t need these 

any more. But these are some things I’d like you guys to look at. I’d like you to take 

them home and actually, and if you want, [Inaudible for Transcription].  I look at them 

every day and they’re very important to me. It makes me realize why I do my job and 

why we all do our job…to keep our community safer. So, these layoffs, I’m sorry sir, 

will definitely impact public safety. I have a letter that a little girl wrote, and I’m going 

to give that one to you.  

 

TRANSCRIPTION INTERRUPTED. END OF TAPE  

 

Matt Brown: I’m sorry sir, I do have one other quick thing. Members of the union have 

put together a listing of hopefully some other cost saving areas that we would like to 

share with council. I don’t have quite enough for everybody, but if you could share them 

around and take a look at that.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Is there anybody else wishing to address council while in 

session? 

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Ertel asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to adjourn.  

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

      _____________________________ 

      President of Council 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Clerk  


